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An Architectural Masterpiece

Nestled in the heart of Katama, a charming village on the western shores of
Martha's Vineyard, 113 Katama Road is an architectural masterpiece that
transports visitors back to the Gilded Age, a period of opulence and
architectural splendor. Built in 1887 by prominent Boston architect William
Ralph Emerson, the house is a stunning example of Victorian architecture,
with intricate gingerbread trim, soaring turrets, and wraparound porches
that offer breathtaking views of the surrounding landscape.

The exterior of the house is adorned with a rich tapestry of architectural
details, including fish-scale shingles, decorative spindlework, and stained-
glass windows. The grand entryway, flanked by elegant columns and a
sweeping staircase, sets the tone for the opulent interiors that await within.

A Historical Legacy

The history of 113 Katama Road is as rich and storied as its architecture.
Originally built as a summer home for the wealthy W. Bayard Cutting family,
the house has hosted a myriad of notable guests over the years, including
President Grover Cleveland and renowned author Henry James.
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In the early 20th century, the house was acquired by the Sisters of
Edgartown, a Catholic order dedicated to providing healthcare and social
services to the local community. The Sisters transformed the house into a
retreat and a convalescent home, where patients could find solace, peace,
and healing amidst the serene beauty of Katama.

The Sisters' stewardship of 113 Katama Road extended for over half a
century, during which time they expanded the house and added a chapel, a
library, and a greenhouse. Today, the Sisters' legacy lives on through the
Edgartown Council on Aging, which continues to utilize the house as a
community center and a vibrant gathering place for seniors.

A Cultural Heritage

113 Katama Road is not merely a building; it is a tangible embodiment of
Martha's Vineyard's cultural heritage. The house stands as a testament to
the island's rich architectural history, its connection to the Gilded Age elite,
and its enduring commitment to serving the community.

Over the years, the house has been featured in numerous publications and
has been the subject of countless historical tours and lectures. It has
become a beloved landmark, not only for its architectural beauty but also
for its profound historical significance.

A Timeless Treasure

Today, 113 Katama Road continues to captivate all who visit its hallowed
halls. The house has undergone meticulous renovations and restorations,
ensuring its preservation for generations to come. Visitors can now wander
through the grand rooms, marvel at the intricate details, and immerse
themselves in the rich history that permeates every corner of the house.



As the sun sets over Katama Bay, casting a warm glow on 113 Katama
Road, it is impossible not to be awestruck by the enduring beauty of this
architectural masterpiece. The house stands as a timeless treasure, a
testament to the architectural genius of the Gilded Age and a vibrant
symbol of Martha's Vineyard's rich cultural heritage.

113 Katama Road is more than just a house; it is a living testament to the
power of architecture, the enduring legacy of history, and the unwavering
commitment to community. This captivating landmark continues to enchant
all who visit its hallowed halls, offering a glimpse into a bygone era and
inspiring a deep appreciation for the enduring beauty that surrounds us.
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