
Ethical Portraits: In Search of
Representational Justice
In a world increasingly dominated by visual media, the way we see
ourselves and others is shaped by the images we encounter. For
marginalized communities, this can be a double-edged sword. On the one
hand, representation in the media can help to challenge stereotypes and
promote understanding. On the other hand, it can also be used to
perpetuate harmful narratives and reinforce existing power structures.

In recent years, there has been a growing movement towards ethical
portraiture, which seeks to create images that are both respectful and
empowering for the people they depict. Ethical portraiture is based on the
principles of consent, collaboration, and representation. It involves working
closely with the people being photographed to create images that reflect
their own identities and experiences.
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The most important principle of ethical portraiture is consent. It is essential
to get the informed consent of the people you are photographing before
taking their picture. This means explaining the purpose of the photo, how it
will be used, and who will have access to it. It also means respecting the
person's right to say no.

Collaboration

Ethical portraiture is a collaborative process. It involves working with the
people you are photographing to create images that they feel good about.
This means listening to their ideas, incorporating their feedback, and
making sure they are comfortable with the final product.

Representation

Ethical portraiture seeks to create images that are representative of the
diversity of the human experience. This means including people from all
backgrounds, identities, and abilities. It also means representing people in
a way that is respectful and empowering.

The principles of ethical portraiture are not always easy to follow. There
may be times when you need to make compromises in order to get the shot
you want. However, it is important to always keep these principles in mind
and to strive to create images that are both beautiful and ethical.

Benefits of Ethical Portraiture

There are many benefits to ethical portraiture. For the people being
photographed, it can help to:

Build self-esteem



Challenge stereotypes

Promote understanding

Create a sense of community

For the photographer, ethical portraiture can help to:

Develop a deeper understanding of the people they are photographing

Create images that are more authentic and meaningful

Make a positive impact on the world

Examples of Ethical Portraiture

There are many examples of ethical portraiture. Here are a few:

The work of photographer Jason Eskenazi, who has spent years
photographing people from marginalized communities around the
world.

The work of photographer Ruth Madison, who has created a series of
portraits of Black women that challenge traditional beauty standards.

The work of photographer Missan Harriman, who has photographed
some of the most famous and influential people in the world, including
Barack Obama and Beyoncé.

These are just a few examples of the many ethical photographers who are
working to create a more just and equitable world. Their work is a powerful
reminder of the importance of representation and the need to challenge
harmful stereotypes.
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How to Practice Ethical Portraiture

If you are interested in practicing ethical portraiture, here are a few tips:

Get consent. Always get the informed consent of the people you are
photographing before taking their picture. This means explaining the
purpose of the photo, how it will be used, and who will have access to
it. It also means respecting the person's right to say no.

Collaborate. Work with the people you are photographing to create
images that they feel good about. This means listening to their ideas,
incorporating their feedback, and making sure they are comfortable
with the final product.

Be representative. Seek to create images that are representative of
the diversity of the human experience. This means including people
from all backgrounds, identities, and abilities. It also means
representing people in a way that is respectful and empowering.

Be mindful of your own biases. We all have biases, but it is
important to be aware of them and to try to avoid letting them influence
your work. When you are photographing people from a different
background than your own, it is especially important to be respectful
and to listen to their perspectives.

Use your platform to make a positive impact. If you have a large
platform, use it to promote ethical portraiture and to challenge harmful
stereotypes. You can do this by sharing your own work, supporting
other ethical photographers, and speaking out against injustice.

Ethical portraiture is a powerful tool for change. By following these tips, you
can help to create a more just and equitable world.
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