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Nestled amidst the bustling metropolis of Delhi, India, lies a hidden gem
that transports visitors back to a time of architectural grandeur and
historical intrigue. Tughlagabad Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
stands as a testament to the ingenuity and ambition of the Tughlaq dynasty
that ruled over Delhi in the 14th century.

Tughlaqabad Fort: Discover India | Photojournals
«*  (Monuments of Delhi Book 4) by David Riley

4.5 out of 5
E Language : English
r -3 _ File size : 9649 KB
et Text-to-Speech: Enabled
35 (_Ww"

Screen Reader : Supported

Word Wise : Enabled

Print length : 98 pages

Lending : Enabled

Paperback : 112 pages

Iltem Weight  : 4.2 ounces

Dimensions  : 5.06 x 0.26 x 7.81 inches

& PDF
<" DOWNLOADE-BOOK B

A Legacy of Power and Vision

The brainchild of Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq, the first ruler of the Tughlaq
dynasty, Tughlagabad Fort was conceived as the new capital of the Delhi
Sultanate. Construction began in 1321, with Ghiyas-ud-din himself
overseeing the ambitious project. However, fate had a different plan.
Ghiyas-ud-din's untimely death in 1325 halted the completion of the fort,
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and his successor, Muhammad bin Tughlaq, abandoned the project
altogether.

Despite its unfinished state, Tughlagabad Fort remains a colossal
testament to the architectural prowess of its time. Its massive fortifications,
towering gateways, and intricate carvings showcase the exceptional
craftsmanship and attention to detail that characterized the Tughlaq era.

Exploring the Fort's Architectural Marvels

Entering Tughlagabad Fort through its imposing main gateway, visitors are
greeted by a breathtaking panorama of architectural wonders. The fort's
massive walls, constructed from giant blocks of stone, stretch for over 6
kilometers, enclosing an area of approximately 6.5 square kilometers.

Within the fort's walls, visitors can explore a labyrinth of structures, each
with its own unique story to tell. The grand Jama Masjid, one of the largest
mosques in Delhi, boasts a vast prayer hall adorned with intricate
calligraphy and stunning mihrabs.

The Hauz Khas, an artificial lake constructed to supply water to the fort,
adds a touch of tranquility to the arid landscape. The lake's banks are
dotted with pavilions and tombs, creating a serene and picturesque setting.

Unraveling the Legends and Folklore

Tughlagabad Fort has inspired numerous legends and folklore over the
centuries. One popular tale tells of Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq's astrologer
predicting that the sultan would meet his end beneath a dome. To avert this
prophecy, Ghiyas-ud-din ordered the construction of several false domes
throughout the fort.



Another legend recounts the tale of a beautiful princess who was promised
to the sultan but fell in love with a lowly soldier. The sultan, enraged by her
betrayal, had the soldier executed and his body thrown into the Hauz Khas.
The princess, heartbroken, leaped into the lake and drowned, forever
haunting the fort as a vengeful spirit.

A Living Legacy

Today, Tughlagabad Fort is a protected monument under the
Archaeological Survey of India. Visitors can wander through its ruins,
marveling at its architectural grandeur and absorbing the echoes of history
that linger within its walls.

Tughlagabad Fort stands as a symbol of Delhi's rich cultural heritage and a
reminder of the architectural prowess of the Tughlag dynasty. It invites
visitors to delve into the annals of Indian history, explore the intricacies of
Islamic architecture, and unravel the captivating legends that have shaped
its legacy.

Photo Gallery
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Tughlagabad Fort's massive stone walls stretch for over 6 kilometers.
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The Hauz Khas, an artificial lake within Tughlagabad Fort, adds a touch of tranquility
to the landscape.
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Tughlagabad Fort is an architectural marvel that transports visitors back in

time to an era of power, ambition, and architectural innovation. Its imposing
fortifications, intricate carvings, and fascinating legends make it a must-visit
destination for history enthusiasts, architecture buffs, and anyone seeking
an immersive experience in India's rich cultural heritage.

As you wander through the fort's ruins and soak in its captivating
atmosphere, let your imagination soar and connect with the spirits of the
past who once called Tughlagabad home. This architectural masterpiece
stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of the Tughlaqg dynasty and a
reminder of India's vibrant and multifaceted history.

Quick Facts
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Built by: Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq
Construction began: 1321

Construction abandoned: 1325

Area: Approximately 6.5 square kilometers

Status: UNESCO World Heritage Site

Getting There

Tughlagabad Fort is located approximately 15 kilometers south of Delhi's

city center. It can be reached by car, taxi, or public transportation.

Tips for Visitors

The best time to visit Tughlagabad Fort is during the cooler months
(October to March) to avoid the scorching summer heat.

Wear comfortable shoes as you will be ng a lot of walking.

Carry plenty of water as there are no shops or restaurants within the
fort.

Photography is allowed within the fort, but avoid using flash when
taking pictures of the intricate carvings and paintings.

Respect the historical significance of the fort and refrain from touching
or damaging any of the structures.
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